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may not have been entirely absent from her plans, but they were
undoubtedly merely auxiliary to the economic purpose. The
urge which prompts a modern Western nation to 'colonize* a
backward territory, is never anxiety concerning the black man's
soul, nor enthusiasm for his social welfare, but is always connected
with the economic needs of its own people. Before the time
when precious metals were discovered in Africa, the European
bearer of 'the white man's burden' rarely visited that wonderful
land for her own charms, but as soon as the pathway of imperial
duty appeared to be paved with gold, he immediately rushed to
embrace her* The traveller and the missionary were frequently
the innocent pioneers; the trader, the hunter, the land-stealer, and
concession cheat, were their sinister camp-followers.
These views of modern imperialism were held and expressed by
the whole of the Labour movement, and if the situation had not
been hopelessly prejudiced by irrevocable facts, I should have
asked myself the question whether any European power had any
moral right to be in Africa at all. The process of economic
exploitation, and the political invasion by white men of tropical
areas, had, however, already gone far beyond the possibility of
retreat. The old policy of abandonment was, therefore, out of
date; but there was at least a possible and helpful alternative—to
try to develop the colonial possessions on lines which would enrich
and ennoble their native peoples, and ^prepare them gradually to
take their place in the British Commonwealth of Nations. It was
to this practical and moral imperial problem that I decided to
devote my studies.
Early in the history of the Parliament of 1922 a group of Labour
members, consisting of the late Mr. W. S. Royce, Dr. Haden
Guest, Mr. George Lansbury, Mr. Tom Johnston, and myself,
formed a Labour Commonwealth Group of members of the Parlia-
mentary Labour Party. The first president and secretary were
Mr. Royce and Dr. Haden Guest, who were succeeded shortly
afterwards by Mr. Lansbury and myself. I remained the secretary
of the group for seven years, and it was the one study group in the
House of Commons which, year after year, aroused the keen and
unabated interest of its members. Weekly meetings were held
in the room of the Empire Parliamentary Association in West-
minster Hall, and in the last session before the fall of the Labour
Government in 1931, there was an average attendance of more
than fifty members.

